Priya marathi bhashik mitraho, 

Sub: An Unusual Request: Help marathi Grow, and Indian textiles compete world wide

Gudhhi padvyaa nimitta shubhechcha va nootan varshaabhiunandan

Thanks to the Rajya Marathi Vikas Sanstha, Mumbai, over 80 of us Marathi textile experts have worked for over 7 years, in the spirit of service to the society, to compile an encyclopedia on textiles in Marathi. The first 2 of the total 8 volumes are ready for printing. . parantu” kaarya siddhis nyaawayaala shree samarth nahi”  mhanoon aaplya madateechi apekshaa.. 
Please visit our website www.textileencyclopedia.org , also developed by volunteers.

This is our effort to help over 90% of those 80 lakh marathi bhashik in textiles in Maharashtra (40% of Indian textiles) to reach excellence in their work through improved technical and industrial knowledge. We propose to send a copy each of the sets of 8 volumes of Vastra-nirmitee Maahiti-kosh FREE to over 800 public libraries in textile centres of Maharashtra.  We depend on you to help us cover the cost of production through donations, small or large. We appreciate your support via your contribution towards this twin cause of Marathi Bhasha and Indian textiles.  
Since such work needs also to be done in Hindi, Gujarati, Tamil and other languages, we have decided to offer free translation rights to non-profit organizations which may desire to bring out other Indian language versions.
YOU can help in TWO ways.

· Donate any amount starting from $10 and going to $100, but not more. 
· Get Income Tax relief from $ 30 onwards if from USA or Canada. 
· We urge you to donate $ 50, and also get a name enshrined on a page in the Kosh, and that volume* shipped to your address. 
· If you donate $ 100, and get 2 names enshrined, the full set of 8 volumes worth Rs. 2800 will be shipped to your Shipping  Address in India, or to a library.**    

Payment is simple and quick. Click Donate on Home Page and proceed. Verify that your name appears in the Donors’ List.

Irrespective of your decision on donation,

· Please forward this letter to about 10 Marathi speaking friends within 2 days of receipt, with a copy to info4@textileencyclopedia.org.  Please keep the chains growing. 
· Give us a frank feedback (see Contacts on website): our team will benefit a lot from it. 

With best wishes,

Yours, in service of Marathi and of Indian textiles,

Ashok Garde

PS: 1.* A line at the bottom of each page acknowledges donors as “Smruti or Soujanya ----name ---city –country.” Up to 2400 names are certain to be enshrined; from 2401 till 4000 will be subject to availability of pages in 8 volumes taken together. 2.** We will donate this set in your name to a public library in a textile centre in Maharashtra, if you so wish.   

3. I, Ashok Garde, have worked at ATIRA (Ahmedabad Textile Industry’s Research Association) from 1957 till 1997 as researcher, trainer, consultant, and finally as Director (CEO). Since retirement, I am giving honorary services to 3 professional bodies for 4 textile causes. 

maaza marathaachi bolu kawatike

sakal vidyancha saagaru yethe

aisi akshare tantradnye

melavooyaa

