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DHARMARAJIKA STUPA

DHARMARAJIKA STUPA WAS BUILT BY
ASHOKA TO ENSHRINE THE RELICS OF LORD
BUDDHA. IN VIEW OF REDISTRIBUTION OF
THE RELIC AND TO ENSHRINE THEM 1N A
NUMBER OF STUPAS AT DIFFERENT PLACES,
IT 1S REFERRED THAT KING ASHOKA OPENED
SEVEN ORIGINAL RELIC STUPAS (EXCERT
RAMGRAM STUPA WHICH WAS GUARDED BY
THE SNAKES) AND COLLECTED RELICS TO
ERECT THOUSAND OF STUPAS AND
DHARMARAJIKA STUPA 1S ONE OF THEM. AS
CONCLUDED BY THE EXCAVATIONS,
ORIGINALLY IT WAS A SMALL STUPA OF 49
FEET IN DIAMETER, SUBSEQUENTLY 1T WAS
ENLARGED IN SIX DIFFERENT PHASES, BY
RAISING THE HEIGHT, PRCVIDING
CIRCUMAMBULATORY PATH, LATTER ON
: SHAPED AS MEDHI WITH MONOLITHIC STAIR

| CASES AT FOUR CARDINAL DIRECTIONS TO

CLIMB OVER IT. AS PER AVAILABLE RECORD
THIS HUGE STRUCTURE WAS UNFORTUNATELY
PULLED DOWN BY JAGAT SINGH, A DIWAN OF
RAJA CHET SINGH, KING OF BANARAS, DURING
1794 A.D. IN ORDER TO EXPLOIT BUILDING
MATERIALS. IN THIS TRAGIC EVENT, A RELC
CASKET OF GREEN MARBLE INSIDE A STONE
BOX WAS DISCOVERED. THE BOX S PRESERVED

IN THE INDIAN MUSEUM CALCUTTA, WHEREAS
THE CASKET WAS THROWN INTO RIVER
GANGES. LATER ON CURING ARCHAEOLQGICAL
EXCAVATION, TWO OUTSTANDING IMAGES VIZ.
THE COLOSSAL BODHISATTVA OF KUSANA
PERIOD IN RED SANDSTONE AND AN IMAGE OF
SEATED BUDDHA IN DHARMACHAKRA
PRAVARTNA MUDRA OF GUPTA PERIOD WERE

ALSO RECOVERED FROM THE PERIPHERY OF
THIS STUPA.
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