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This is from my good friend Ajay Madgavkar

Jayu,

| found this summary of my father's career in old document. You may wish to
use whatever necessary from it. This also specifies some dates etc.

Rgds,

Ajay.

M. A. Madgavkar, Chief Recording Engineer, HMV (1937-1973)

Madhav Anandrao Madgavkar was the Chief Recording Engineer of HMV over
a long career span of 37 years. He was trained as a mechanical and
electrical engineer, and was in the process of studying for a Ph. D. in
Electronics at the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, when the untimely
death of his father in 1937 at a young age necessitated a change in the
course of Madhav’s academic aspirations in order to support his family. He
was hired by HMV, which resulted in his true calling, namely his passion for
perfecting the art of reproducing sound for the enjoyment of the listeners as
well as developing life-long personal relationships with many artists he had the
privilege to collaborate while recording their voices or instruments.



His many credits include recording most of the old Hindi film songs from the
1940’s till 1957 (Mother India being the last film) including many hit movies
such as Barsaat, Awara, Andaz, Nagin, etc. He also recorded all the well-
known artists during the era 1940-1970 such as Begum Akhtar, K. C. Dey,
Lata Mangeshkar, Ravi Shankar, Bhimsen Joshi, Bismillah Khan and Jagjit
Singh to name a few. In 1971, in an experiment of historical significance, he
collaborated with fellow recordist Mangesh Desai to simulate stereophonic
sound on HMV sound track for V. Shantaram’s movie “Jal Bin Machhli, Nrutya
Bin Bijali”. This was the first Indian film for which all songs were recorded in
stereophonic sound. The film however had mono soundtrack. He also
recorded George Harrison’s music track for the movie “Wonderwall” in 1968

when the Beatles came to India to record.
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Below is personal letter written by PL Deshpande to Madhavrao...
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Below is the transation in English of above PL’s Bengali letter. Thanx to my good friend

Naren/Nandu Gupte for the same...

From: narendra gupte <popendu@yahoo.co.in>
Subject: Fw: Translation
Date: March 14, 2012 12:30:18 AM EDT
To: jvkny1@gmail.com

Hi Jayant,

There was some confusion of sending mail to my brother in law who was supposed to translate PL Letter in
english. Lateron finally after he sent the translation | sent it from other e mail id which perhaps has not gone.

Any way, | am forwarding the translation that | received.
Sorry for tremendous delay from my side.

Regards,
Naren

-- On Sun, 5/2/12, Sucharita Pradhan <charu_p@rediffmail.com> wrote:

From: Sucharita Pradhan <charu_p @rediffmail.com>
Subject: Translation

To: popendu@yahoo.co.in
Date: Sunday, 5 February, 2012, 10:57 AM

Dear tal and nandu,

nice to talk to you yesterday.

| had a very hectic 7 days or so, what with the exhibition and programmes associated with it.
last monday we had a dinner organsied by austrade, which was nice.

we are now looking forward to our mumbai visit.

i am giving below the translation of the bengali letter sent by you:

To my friend Madhavbabu,
My deep regards,

| am very happy to get your letter. | have been wanting to chat with you for a long time.

I had heard about your leaving H. M. V. and are well established in a new company.

You had given H. M. V. your all, as one would say. It was not just a job for you, it was where
you worked with total dedication. | feel that the era of respect and dedication

(commitment)for one's work is over. The new work ethic is just a equation with money. Anyway,
let that be. | only hope that you will be able to work in the way you want to in this new job.

I will definitely come to see your new studio. Thank you for inviting me.

Please extend my humble greetings (Pranam) to Sudha Devi.

Yours truely,

Pl
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