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WINNER OF THE MAHARASHTRA GOVERNMENT AWARD FOR FICTION

LALITA CANDBHIR

Lalita Gandbhir's novel For Homeland was published this winter. It is available in
the U.S. at Amazon. It can also be ordered through Amazon from Canada, and the
UK, and will soon be available via Kindle in India.

The book was originally published in India in Marathi by Granthali Prakashan in
2003. It received the Maharashtra Government Award for excellence in literature.


https://www.amazon.com/dp/1733835709
https://www.amazon.ca/Homeland-Sikh-refugee-story/dp/1733835709/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1733835709
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1733835709

2003 Maharashtra Government Award

The inspiration for the novel was the many refugees the author met in India,
Canada and the U.S. It is their story.

MORE ABOUT THE BOOK CAN BE FOUND
AT: www.ForHomelandTheNovel.com

Book Jacket Description:

The epic saga of a Sikh family whose lives are violently disrupted and their
loyalties divided by the partition of British India in the 1940s, and again by the
Sikh community's struggle for a separate nation of Khalistan.

At late middle age, Bhajan—a wife, mother, and loyal daughter—has always
enjoyed a charmed and well-to-do existence in an idyllic hamlet of West Punjab.
But when partition is announced in the summer of 1947, her father and brother are
brutally murdered and her family forced off their ancestral lands in a wave of anti-
Hindu/Sikh violence. As the terror escalates, the whole family flees Pakistan for
India, except for Bhajan's strong-willed son, who insists on staying behind to
defend the family's homes, lands and honor.

In India, the bereaved family haltingly forges new lives for themselves,
establishing a family business and eventually eking out a comfortable—even
prosperous—Iiving. Children assimilate and marry. But in the early eighties, when


http://www.forhomelandthenovel.com/

a separatist movement for an independent Sikh homeland takes root in India, old
divisions reemerge to tear the family apart.

A powerful story, evoking the bonds of family, the lure of fanaticism, and the
refugee's perennial ache for homeland



