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(This paper is for information and not for publication – it is 
already taken by one magazine for publication) 

“ ”

. . .

“ ”

. “ ”

.

– –

.

.

1 .

– –

.

.
(aka )

.2 .3, 4 & 5 

- Vice Chancelor –

“ ” .

.  

                                    

1 

.

.

.

2 

oral interview .   

3 

4 

5 



Bajirao Mastani -12-25-15  Page 2 of 11 

–

.

.

.

/

.  

.
/

.

Deccan Letters

.

– stirrup to stirrup with Bajirao –

.

. .

.

.

.

.

.
.

Cultural Difference

.

.
6.

pure .

                                    

6 

.
. .

. double-cross

.

. . . .
.



Bajirao Mastani -12-25-15  Page 3 of 11 

.

.

. .   

‘ ’

‘ ’ .

! .

“ ” .

1. 

.

.
7

                                                                                                                        

.

.
.

. “
.

.”
. . .

Ref:  . .
 

7 “ ”  New History of the Marathas Vol II Pg 493-94 . .

(A Kanoja Brahman named Sukhalal appeared in Bundelkhand . 

. . towards the end of 1761 declared to be Bhau Saheb by a few minor Maratha officials in that 

quarter such as Ganesh Sambhaji, Vishwasrao Lakshaman Raja Bahadur, and others.)

. .

.

.  



Bajirao Mastani -12-25-15  Page 4 of 11 

.

(directly or indirectly)

.  

2. . . “ ”
 

3. . . “

” . ‘ ’

. (summary 

notes ),

(pretender or imposter)

. .

.

, . . .

.  

‘ ’

8 .

?

.

. .

.9

.

.

1. 

. .

                                    

8 (Ref: New History of the Marathas by G. S. Srdesai Vol 2 

Pg433)  

9  



Bajirao Mastani -12-25-15  Page 5 of 11 

.

.  

2. . . .

.

. . . . .

. .

. . .

. .

.

“ ”

“ .”

.

.

.  

3. .

.

.  

4. 

. .

.

 

5. ‘ ’ ‘ ” . .

‘ ’ ‘ ’ 

.

.

 

6. 

.  

(Moral) :- .

(spiritual laws and not physical) 

.



Bajirao Mastani -12-25-15  Page 6 of 11 

.

.

.

. (results 

of our actions)

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.



Bajirao Mastani -12-25-15  Page 7 of 11 

(Comments)

Foot Note 3 – 

.

. . . .

.

.   

Ref. 

Comments:  

.   

******************************************** 

Foot Note 4 – 

.

.   . . . .

. . .

. .

.

.   . . .  .

.

Ref:  . .
 

 

Comments: 

proof

1. .

.

.

.



Bajirao Mastani -12-25-15  Page 8 of 11 

.

.

.

. .  

2. 

.

‘ ’ .  

3. irresponsible

. .

.  

4. 

.

.

proof .  

5. 

.

.  

6. 

.

.

.

.

 (He was considered the 

conqueror of Bundelkhand). 

.

.  

7. 

.  



Bajirao Mastani -12-25-15  Page 9 of 11 

Comment:

discuss .

.  

.

.

.  

******************************************** 

Foot Note 5 – 

The romance of Mastani. - It is now well-known that in the midst of his 
glowing successes on every side, all was not well in Bajirao's family. His 
infatuation for a Muslim dancing girl named Mastani since 1730, impaired his 
reputation in orthodox society, including his nearest kith and kin.  The origin of 
Mastani is shrouded in obscurity.  Tradition makes her the offspring of a Hindu 
father and a Muhammadan mother, but highly accomplished and trained in the 
cultivated arts of blandishment. The first mention of her name in authentic 
papers occurs in the accounts of the marriage ceremony of Bajirao's eldest son 
Nanasaheb which took place on 11th January 1730.  In the same year Bajirao 
built his Shaniwar palace in Poona and later added to it a portion named after 
his ladylove.  In 1734 she bore him a son who was named Shamsher Bahadur. 
Tarikh-i-Muhammadshahi mentions that "she was a Kanchani (a dancing girl) 
skilled in riding and handling the sword and spear. She always accompanied 
Bajirao in his campaigns and rode stirrup to stirrup with him."  
She was adept in music and gave public performances during the annual 
Ganapati celebration at the Peshwa's palace. Bajirao was passionately attached 
to her and felt in her company all the inspiration of his eventful life.  She 
dressed, talked and lived in Hindu fashion and looked after Bajirao's comforts 
with the devotion of a wife. No wonder that Bajirao's infatuation for her grew 
with years and led him into meat-eating and wine-drinking so repugnant in a 
Brahman household.  Bajirao had sons by his Hindu wife and naturally the 
favour shown to the social outcaste seriously disturbed the peace of the 
Peshwa's family.  Popular voice attributed Bajirao's love of wine and meat to his 
association with Mastani.  But a man of Bajirao's type leading the life of a 
soldier could not retain the rigid rules of his Brahman caste, as he had to mix 
freely with all kinds of people.  The narrow exclusive life of a Maharashtra 
Brahman must naturally undergo sudden changes by marching to distant lands 
and coming into contact with Rajput courts where wine drinking, flesh eating 
and smoking were freely indulged. This supplies a clue to Bajirao's lapses.  
Maratha society in general doubtless underwent immense transformation during 
the process of their expansion.  

The published papers supply us with only a few glimpses of what actually 
happened in Bajirao's family.  Possibly the contemplated thread ceremony of 
Raghunathrao and the marriage of Sadashivrao were the immediate occasion of 
the trouble.  Bajirao then became a topic of public criticism and the priests were 
not prepared to officiate at the ceremonies if such a tainted person as he were 
present.  While Bajirao was absent from Poona on a campaign towards the end of 
1739, Mastani was suddenly seized and kept in confinement by Nanasaheb and 
Chimnaii Appa.   This broke Bajirao's heart so completely that the world became 
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all misery for him.  He could not outrage society and public opinion by returning 
to Poona to rescue his beloved one by force.  Mahadoba Purandare, Morshet 
Karanje and other well-wishers of the family visited Bajirao at Patas and 
counselled him as to the best course to follow.  The orthodox party meant 
possibly to do away with Mastani altogether as the sole cause of trouble in their 
opinion, and wrote to the King's secretary Chitnis, to obtain his sanction for the 
violent course. The King was wiser.  On 24th January 1740 writes Govindrao, "I 
have privately ascertained His Highness's pleasure on the subject of Mastani.  He 
strongly objects to the proposal of forcible separation or personal restraint. He 
will not tolerate any offence being given to Bajirao, who should be kept entirely 
pleased.  The evil does not abide in that lady.  It can be stopped only when he 
himself feels so inclined.  On no account can His Highness advise any violence to 
the feelings of Bajirao.”  Bajirao was away fighting his last war with Nasir Jang: 
Mastani was kept under restraint in an out of the way place and the ceremonies 
of the Raghunathrao’s thread and Sadashivrao’s marriage were performed at 
Poona on 4 and 7 February 1740, when Shahu specially came down from Satara 
to grace the occasion with his presence.   

 

Ref. Sardesai, G. S, New History of the Marathas, Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. 

Ltd., New Delhi 110 055 Second edition 1986 (Vol II Pg 493-94) 
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Grant Duff Version: 

Suckwar Bye had not recovered from the first emotions of consternation and 
rage at finding her whole plans unmasked and defeated, when the Peishwa sent 
her an insidious message, " begging that she would not think of burning with the 
corpse of her husband, for that he and all her servants were ready to obey her 
commands ;" and not content with working on the mind of an angry woman, to 
incite her to self-destruction, he sent for her brother Koarjee Sirkay, represented 
the dishonour that threatened to attach to his house, and promised him a 
Jagheer in the Concan, on condition of persuading his sister to immolate herself, 
"not only for the honour of the family of Sirkay, but for that of all India, under 
the sway of the late Raja." By such arts Ballajee Bajee Rao secured his victim. 
But let' not the reader suppose that those of his own country-men, who know the 
secret history of this base transaction, and whose minds have not been 
perverted by the calm villainy of a Bramin court, attempt to palliate it, as a 
sacrifice in conformity with their faith; on -the contrary, they mention it with 
much detestation, and say that even the ordinary mode of execution would have 
been far· more manly and far less objectionable.  
 

Ref: Duff, James Grant, History of the Marathas, Aavishkar Publishers’ Distributors, 

Jaipur 302 003 (India)First Reprint 1986 (First Published 1863) – Pg 25-26  

 

 


