
GrA pAh� ZAs\�yAkA� JAlF ts\ (yA\nF d�vAp� Y� Enr\jn lAvAylA G�tl\. K� p j� nF svy. svyFn� hAthF joXl�g�l�. pZ l" Kr\ tr EtT� n&ht\. ’u�A skA�F aADF vA�yA\ Ebl �AylA hv\, (yAsAWF b k� t� n p{s�kAY� n aAZAylA hv�t. JAX� vASyAlA bolAv� n kAhF j� n� kpX� �Ay� aAh�t,’ a[yA an�k kAmA\Fuj�ZF mnAt llF hotF, aAEZ hAt mA/ d�vAsmor joXl�l� aAEZ (yAbrobr -to/pWZhF Al�hot\. t�väAt dArAvrF b�l vAjlF.
’aAtA eväAt koZ aAl\ as�l?’ rmAbAInA þ[n pXlA. ’pEhSyA mjSyAvr rAhZA�yA PAVkkAk� astFl bh� t�k,’ (yA\QyA mnAt aAl\. m� l\ am�Erk�lA g�SyApAs� n (yA\QyAkX� jAZ\ y�Z\ as\k� ZA\ n&ht\. (yAt d� DvAlA, p�prvAlA hF m\X�F tr skA�F y�Un g�l�lF. f�jA�yA\m�y� PAVkkAk� \A ek aADAr hotA. (yA nAhFtr (yA\F m� lgF kDFtrF s\�yAkA�F yAyQyA. XNyA-vAÔA\mD� naAj k� l�SyA pdATA\F d�vAZG�vAZ &hAyF, aAEZ (yAEnEm�An� ToXA v�� g=pAV=pA pZ &hAyQyA.
’aAl�,’ MhZt (yA\nF hAtAtl\ tbk KAlF W�vl\, P� l\ Vkn d�vAvr vAEhlF, d�vAp� Y� udb�F Ko� nW�vlF, aAEZ dAr uGXAylA g�SyA. dArAt ek t!Z m� lgA uBA hotA.
’nm-kAr kAk� , kAy MhZtAy?’ MhZt to aAt aAlA. Kr\ tr yA t!ZAlA (yA\nF aADF kDFpAEhl�l\ n&ht\. pA\YrA VF-fV, kXk i-/F k� l�lF p V aAEZ hstm� K �hrA. aAt aASyA aASyA (yAn�ekdm Eh\dF Esn�mAsArKA pAyAlA hAt lAvlA. P?t ’pAy lAg� mAjF’ asl\ kAhF to MhZAlA nAhF,shj mnAt EvAr aAlA, aAEZ (yAbrobr (yA\QyA �h�yAvr ek hA-yr�qA umVlF.
’kAy ao�Kl\t kF nAhF? aho mF nvFn, nvFn fhA,’ (yAn� lg� ao�K k!n EdlF.
’bs nA r�, bs bs,’ (yA pVkn MhZASyA. nvFn fhA h� nA\vhF (yA\nA Vkn aAWv�nA. k� W� br\e�kl\ as�l h� nA\v?
’nvFn fhA? MhZj�....’ þ[n EvArSyAvr Kr\ tr ’as\ aApZ k� ZAlA EvA! ny�’ h�hF l"At aAl\pZ þ[n EnG� n g�lA hotA.
’as\ kAy krtAy kAk� , mF nvFn... t� mQyA m� lAA do-t,’ so%yAvr bst to lg� MhZAlA.
’rohnA? ar� rohn brobr hotAs kA t� ?’ rohnA Em/ Edstoy, (yA\QyA mnAt aAl\. ’hSlFnA\vhF EvsrAylA hotAt kF kAy mlA?’ (yA\nF -vt,lA mnAtSyA mnAt EvArl\.
’ho nA, rohnA Em/. p� vF pAs� nF m{/F aAmF, brobr hoto nA aAMhF.’
’MhZj� sA\glFQyA kA�l�jlA hotAs kA t� (yAQyA brobr?’, (yA\nF pVkn EvArl\.
’ho, mF hA�-V�lvr rhAyo. kAy DmAl asAyF hA�-V�lvr t�&hA.’ (yA\nA rohn\ hA�-V�l aAWvl\.m�\bIQyA kA�l�jm�y� þv�f nAhF Em�AlA t�&hA rohnlA sA\glFlA þv�f ℄yAvA lAglA hotA. p� YFAr vq\ (yAn� sA\glFlA hA�-V�lvr kAYlF hotF. m�\bIlA y�tAnA jAtAnA brobr Em/A\F Vo�FasAyF. aAEZ aAlA kF hA�-V�lvr kAy kAy DmAl AlAyF tF pZ to (yA\nA sA\gAyA.
’rohn sA\gAyA KrA, (yAQyA hA�-V�lQyA gmtF jmtF,’ (yA\nF kb� l k!n VAkl\.
’t� tr. aho aAMhF kAy DmAl krAyo mAhFtAy kA? aTAt sg�yA kAhF gmtF aAI vEXlA\nAsA\gAyQyA nstAt MhZ� n, nAhFtr. pZ rohn tsA s<y hotA aAmQyAt,’ as\ MhZt to hA�-V�lvrk� l�SyA gmtF jmtF, m� lAnF k� l�lF BA\XZ\ a[yA b�yA kAhF go£F sA\g�yAt r\g� n g�lA. Kr\KoV\d�vAlA mAhFt, pZ (yAQyA sA\g�yAt ek þkArA EnrAgspZA hotA, go£ sA\g�yAF ek hAtoVF



hotF. ’rohnQyA hA�-V�lQyA go£F rohn sA\gt hotA (yAp�"AhF r\gFt EdstAt. hF por\ aAIvEXlA\pAs� nkAy kAy lpvt astFl koZ jAZ�, ’ (yA\QyA mnAt aAl\.
’mg t� aAmQyA s� n�lA pZ ao�Kt asfFl. tF pZ sA\glFF,’ (yA MhZASyA. kA�l�j s\pSyAvrrohnn� (yAQyAbobr kA�l�jlA asl�SyA Ed=tFlA ek Edvs (yA\QyA smor aAZ� n uB\ k� l\. Kr\ trkA�l�jlA astAnA (yAlA tF K� p aAvXlF hotF. pZ kA�l�j s\pl\ aAEZ nokrFhF lAglF t�&hA (yAn�l`nAA EnZy G�Un VAklA. rohnA pEhlA pgAr aAEZ hoZArF s� n ekA EdvfF pdrF pXl�. j� �yAaAWvZF nvFnlA sA\gtAnA (yA p� �hA ekdA B� tkA�At hrv� n g�SyA. Kr\ tr to B� tkA� MhZtAhFy�ZAr n&htA. tFn Ar vqA\p� vF l`n JAl\ hot\ rohn\. (yAlA kAhF B� tkA� MhZt nAhFt.
’MhZj� kAy? BABFlA mF ao�Kt nAhF as\ ks\ hoIl. aAmQyA brobr kA�l�jlA tr hotF nAtF. yAyF kDF kDF hA�-V�llA, rohnlA B�VAylA. kAy K�Ayo aAMhF (yA doGA\F. pZ aAMhAlAt�&hA sA\Egtl\ hot\ (yAn�,’ to MhZAlA. mg ek/ =yAl�lF kA�PF, m� lA\QyA hA�-V�lF Ef-t, EtTlArKvAldAr yAQyAhF go£F r\gSyA.
’mg kAy MhZto rohn aAtA?’ (yAn� EvArl\.
’ar� to tr am�Erk�lA asto, vA�Ef\̀ VnlA asto s�yA’ (yA lg� MhZASyA.
’t� tr kAy... mlA pZ mAhFt aAh�, mF pZ EtkX� asto. MhZj� vA�Ef\̀ VnlA nAhF, pZ jv�

Virginia m�y�, Pon hotAt aAm�. t� MhF y�tA kF nAhF EtkX�?’
’pAspoV kAYlAy r� mF aAtA, jAIn MhZt� kDFtrF lvkr,’ am�Erk�lA jAyF GAI nslF trFrohnQyA GrF MhZ� n jAylA hv\. ’rohn\ Gr ekdAtrF bGAylA hv\,’ (yA\nF mnAfF Wrv� n VAkl\.
’mg aAlAt kF aAmQyAkX� pZ yAy\ br\ kA? tsA mF donf� m{l lA\b rhAto, pZ am�Erk� tkAy? donf� m{l MhZj� tFn tAs. skA�F g�l\ tr d� pArF prt y�tA y�t\. pZ t� MhF mA/ rhAylAaAl\ pAEhj� br\ kA? mF sA\gto rohnlA, m�l VAkto aAj. t� MhF kDF y�ZAr h� k�l\ kF m�lVAkAylA sA\gto ’ am�Erk�\ aAm\/Z (yA\n� lg� p?k\ k!n VAkl\. boltA boltA aDA tAs ksAg�lA k�l\ nAhF. ’-mAV Edstoy rohnA Em/,’ (yA\QyA mnAt aAl\.
’ar� t� lA hA pAZF EvArAy\ rAh� n g�l\, TA\b mF hA VAkt�.’
’rAh� �A ho kAk� . no Formalities , mF tr just timepass MhZ� n Mall lA aAlo hoto, aAIbAbA\brobr,’ G·A�AkX� pAht to MhZAlA.
’ar� pZ mg (yA\nA G�Un nAhF yAy\ kA? ekVA aAlAs t�?’
’kAy aAh� kAk� , Wedding F tyArF AllFy, aAEZ mF kAl aAloy. MhZ� n tr rohnlA PonpZ k! fklo nAhF y�tAnA.’
’l`n krtoys? ar� vA. DAvt p�t hoZAr vAVt\ t� J\ l`n,’ am�Erk� t� n Em�ZArF VFBr s� ÓFkfF ast� tF (yA\nA mAhFt hotF.
’t� tr. Shopping lA aAlo, tr kAy? Frustating Experience. t� MhAlA sA\gto, Credit CardG�t nAhF, Cash �A MhZtoy to. mlA tr prt prt yAylA v�� nAhF. mF (yAlA CITIBANK �k

offer krtoy tr to pZ G�t nAhF. aAI bAbA\nA EtT� uB\ k!n aAloy, Alterations F GuaranteeMhZ� n. kAk� , EvArAylA awkward hot\y pZ ek pàAs hjAr zpy� astFl kA ho t� mQyAkX�? mFt� MhAlA lg� CITIBANK A �k d�to, MhZj� t� MhAlA u�A Cash Em��l,’ (yAn� EKfAt� n pAkFV



kAYl\.
’pàAs hjAr? evY� k� W� asZAr t� mA$yAkX�. u�A aAlAs tr kdAEt Em�Al� ast�. t� y��yAagodr mF to EvAr krt hot�.’
’mg vFs p\vFs hjAr trF �A. Advance MhZ� n d�to, aAEZ delivery krAylA sA\gto (yAlAGrF.’
’t�vY� pZ nAhFt r� mA$yAkX�, GrAt evY� p{s� W�vt nAhF nA mF, pZ bGt� ek Pon k!n. aAmQyAPAVkkAk� nAhFt kA? (yA\QyAkX� aAh� kA bGt�. pA dhA hjAr n?kF Em�tFl.’
’pA dhA? ’ ek "Z EvAr krt to TA\blA. ’br\ dhA Em�tFl trF bGA Please. ’hAF tyArF bAj� lA W�vt (yA IntercomkX� srkSyA. pZ t�väA drvA>yAvrF b�l vAjlF.PAVkA\F f� BA sr� drvAjA Ykl� n aAt aAlF.
’ag\ y�. t� lA Pon krZAr hot�, br\ JAl\ aAlFs.’
’kAk� , mlA vAVl\ t� MhF mAJF aAWvZ kAYtAy. bGA, mlA Telepathy JAlF. h� koZ?’ Etn�EvArl\.
’hA ag\, rohnA Em/. nvFn fhA. aA�A aAlAy am�Erk� t� n,’ (yA\nF ao�K k!n EdlF.
’kAk� t� m� pAh� Z� jA�yAQyA GAI EdstAh�t, t�&hA aAtA n� st\ hi MhZt�, br\ kAk� t� MhF mAJFaAWvZ kA kAYlFt?’
’f� BA aAj itkF u(sAhAt kfF kAy?’ f� BAA ek\drFt aEvBAv pAh� n (yA\nA þ[n pXlA.
’ag\, �AlA p{s� hv� hot�. pàAs hjAr. mA$yAkX� k� Wl� aAl� g\ evY�. t� $yA aAIkX� bG nA,dhA p\DrA hjAr asl� tr. d� kAnAt jAy\y yAlA, aAEZ bsAylA v�� nAhF MhZtoy,’ nvFnQyA�h�yAvr P?t ek E-mthA-y umVl\.
’(yAt kAy? mF krt� &yv-TA. rohnA Em/ MhZj� aAmA pZ Em/ nAhF kA? ’
’hF porVF aAj ekdm kAnAt vAr\ EfrSyAsArKF kA krt�y? n�hmFtr ’dml� kAk� , aAj aA�EPsAtEk�F kAm hot\ MhZ� n Jok� n d�t� K� Ft.’f� BAn� pVkn s�lPon ullA. ’ag\ ��dA, ek kAm krt�s kA?..... pàAs hjAr hv�t.... mAmAkX� n?Al�l.... pVkn...’
’t� MhAlA k� WSyA d� kAnAt hv�t?’ Etn� nvFnlA EvArl\.
’d� kAnAt nko, iT� Em�Al� ast� tr br\,’ to Art MhZAlA.
’br\,’ Etn� prt s�lPon kAnAlA lAvlA, ’iT� pAWv.... (yA\nA pAWv br\ kA?’ MhZt Pon W�UnpZ EdlA.
’kAk� , t� MhF m-t hA krA. ��dAA mAmA, lg� y�ZAr p{s� G�Un,’ tF lg� nvFnfF g=pA mA!lAglF.
’ag\ pZ...’ (yA aAt� n MhZASyA.
’aho kAk� , polFsAt aAh� nA ��dAA mAmA, (yAQyAkX� astAt p{s�,’ mg nvFnkX� v�t, ’afFk�f P?t polFs, nAhF orA\kX� Em�t� br\ kA?’ Etn� Xo�� EmkAvl�.
’mF.... mF.... mF jrA aAIvEXlA\nA G�Un y�to,’ to uWt MhZAlA.
’bsA ho don EmEnV\, hA hoto aAh�, topy\t p{s� y�tFl,’ f� BA (yAlA MhZAlF.



’nAhF, nAhF... mlA EnGAl\ pAEhj�,’ as\ MhZt to dAr uGX� n bAh�r p�AlA. f� BA trFhF fA\tpZ�(yAQyAkX� pAht rAEhlF.
’kAk� , hA t� mA nvFn p�AlA kF," as\ MhZt Etn� pVkn Intercom A Receiver jAg�vr W�vlA.rmAbAI\QyA �h�yAvr ek moŴW\ þ[nE�h pAht tF MhZAlF.
’aAj Intercom n� vAvl\ t� MhAlA. Receiver W�vAylA EvsrlAt t� MhF. EtkX� t� MhF prt yAlbolAylA MhZ� n aAIn� intercom, speaker vr VAk� n tsA Al� W�vlA aAEZ tF BAjF krAylA g�lF.mF GrF aAl�, tr t� mQyA GrAt hA or EfrlAy aAEZ t� MhF m-t g=pA mArtAy,’ tF MhZAlF.
’or? ag\ kAhFtrF kAy bolt�s? or ksA as�l to?,’ (yA MhZASyA. ’yA f� BAlA aAj JAl\ykAy?’ (yA\QyA mnAt aAl\.
’or hotA asZAr to. vA�Ef\̀ VnlA rAhto MhZ�. agdF tFn tAsA\vr,’ tF (yAF n?kl krtMhZAlF.
’ag\ pZ as�l rAht to EtkX�.’
’kAk� aho Bo�yA aAhAt t� MhF. k� ZF kDF PsvFl k�ZArhF nAhF t� MhAlA. mA$yA GrF bs� nmF sg�yA g=pA e�kSyA (yAQyA. t� mQyA ek l"At aAl\ kA? kF, t� MhAlA ek m� lgA aAh�, yApElkX� (yAlA kAhF mAEhtF n&htF. t� MhF rohn MhZAlAt, mg to lg� rohnA Em/, t� MhF sA\glFMhZAlAt, mg to lg� hA�-V�lvr, t� MhF vA�Ef\̀ Vn MhZAlAt tr to lg� VirginialA. aADF m-tmrAWF bolt hotA, pZ am�Erk� t poholA, aAEZ i\g}jF PAXAylA lAglA. pZ kA�l�j\ nA\v nAhF,itr k� WSyA Em/A\ nA\v nAhF, Ef"kA\ nA\v nAhF. t� MhF Ed=tFvEhnF\ nA\v nAhF sA\Egtlt tr toEtlA BABF MhZtoy aAEZ TApA mArtoy. to P?t t� MhF sA\gAl tF mAhFtF t� MhAlA EtKVmFW lAUnsA\gt hotA kAk� .’
’ag\ bAI, MhZj� bol�yAQyA nAdAt mF (yAlA sg�F mAhFtF p� rvlF kF kAy?’ aAtA mA/ (yA\nA-vt,QyA bXbX�pZAA rAg y�U lAglA.
’nAhFtr kAy? mF GrF aAl�, t�&hA mlAhF vAVl\, rohnA Em/ Edstoy MhZ� n. pZ ToXAv��JASyAvr l"At aAl\, MhZ� n mg p�t aAl� vr mF.’
’mg tF ��dA, aAEZ EtA mAmA?’
’k� WlF ��dA, aAEZ k� WlA mAmA. mlA k� W� ntrF polFsA\ nA\v ℄yAy\ hot\, (yAA �hrA bGAylA.MhZ� n mg KoVA Pon k� lA, tr p�AlA kF to.. ’ tF hst MhZAlF.
’ag\ pZ t� lA k�l\ ks\ kF to KoV\ bolt hotA MhZ� n,’ (yA\nA aj� nhF KA/F n&htF.
’kAk� , t� MhF vA�Ef\̀ Vn MhZAlAt, (yAlA DC vAVl\ asZAr MhZ� n to lg� Virginia MhZAlA. pZrohn SeattlelA aAh� nA? t�&hA ao�Kl\ TApA mrtoy to. kAk� mF All�, dAr lAUn ℄yA, aAEZk� ZF aAl\ tr mlA Pon krA,’ MhZt tF EnGAlFhF.


